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guestions, bui I hope that before then some-
thing will have been done by the Govern-
ment for the seitlers. There are many
soldier settlers along the route of the
proposed railway. At Quellagetting the
settlers havi been almost starved ount because
they eannot makc economic propositions ount
of their holdings. It is vleasing to know
that the Ejanding Northwards railway is to
be extended to Lake Mboilerin, and that
other railways ave to be attended to. While
that is all very well, it is rather hard on
these people who have been waiting for their
railway for gver 20 years. The member for
Nelsan (Mz. J. H. Smith) complained about
his railway that had been authorised for
two years only. The people who are vitally
concerned with the Yarramony railway have
been the victims of the political life of
years past, for it has been such that one
party after another has evaded promises that
were made, and to-day they seem to he as
far off the realisation of their desires as
ever. I was told by one of the settlers who
had spoken to someone who was apparently
in the know that lie had received the advice,
“Be patient and vou will get your railway.”
As that settler said, the people there have
been patient for 20 years. That particular
settler said he did not suppose it mattered
mueh to him if the railway did not come
for another 20 years, but the young people
were getting fed up and were leaving the
farms. T hope the Government will see if
something cannot be done very scon for
these people, The answers I received to my
questions during the last session of Parlia-
ment were not at all satisfactory. I do not
think that some of the latest proposals for
hight transport facilities have been inguired
info thoronghly. T hope the Engineer-in-
Chief, Mr. Stileman, will let us know if
some means of transport eannot be provided
for the peovple T am s0 concerned about.
Mr. Timms and another mentleman are ex-
pected to arrive here shortly to diseuss some
new system of puatting down rails alongside
roads, and T hope the Government will in-
vestigate that proposal.

Mr. Teesdale: Fow far have those seitlers
been carting ¢

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Upwards of 21 and
22 miles.

Mr. Teesdale: Carting water, too?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mo, I think most of
the settlers there have their dams. How-
ever, I am almost afraid to ask further
questions, particolarly when I am told by
the Premier that every time I ask a question
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I put the railway back for another 12 months.
Former members representing my constitu-
ency said nothing about it and they got
nothing; I have been asking yuestions and
trying to get something, and now I am
blamed for puiting the railway off 12
months at a time! Fortunalely, my electors
know whose fault it is. It is not the fault
of one individual, but of many individnals.

Mr. Teesdale: They will have another
chance at the next clections.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 did not come pre-
pared to make a speech this evening, but
thought I would like to deal with one or two
points. The Lezder of the Country Party
spoke fully on many subiects and I agree
with his sentiments. The zpiwrit of his speech
must have appealed {o tlis TTouse. I hope
the session will prove to be a useful one and
that the mext harvest will be excellent. Y
travelled out as far as Sounthern Cross the
other day and was delighted to find how
splendid the crops were looking, The pro-
spects are indeed satisfastory, and I trust
the returns will go far towards realising our
desire to secure 50,000.0%0 bushels during
the centenary year,

On motion by Mr. Davy, dehate adjourned.

House adiourned at 8.43 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: What revenue have the Govern-
ment derived from the Entertainments Tax
Act passed in 1925, for each respective year
ended the 30th June?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY repi:ed: The
Government have derived no revenue from
the Entertamments Tax. Proceeds of ihe
tax, paid to a trust fund at the Treasuiy,
were as tollows:—1925-26 (eight months),
£19,160; 1926-27, £29,238; 1027-28, £32,856.
The balance in the trust fund at 3uth June
last was £30. The remainder of the procexds
have been expended for the bencfit of hus-
pitals (hroughout the State.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, WILUNA
CONSTRUCTION.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Hus the mu-vey of the route
of the Wiluna railway line been eonspletcd?
¥, YWhat expenditure has been incurred in
this survey? 3, When is it estimated that
the construction of the ra:lway will be com-
menced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No, it iy abont 50 per cent. complete. 2, Up
to 31st July, £1,564, 3, Depends on comple-
tion of other lines already under construe-
tion. A start will probably be made early in
the new year,

BILL-—-EDUCATION, 1928.

Introduced by the Chicf Seeretary, and
read a first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. W. j. Mann (for Hon,
J. Ewing), leave of absence for twelve con-
secutive sittings granted to Hon. 1. Rcse
(South-West) on the ground of ureent pri-
vate husiness.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 9th August.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [4.37]:
Before contributing a few remarks to the
debate on the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, T wish to associate mys=1f
with references that have heen made to the
advent of new members of the House, and
to the passing of those wlio are no longer
with us. If the experience of the ncw mem-
hers coincides with that of myself, they will
quickly arrive at the eonclusion that the
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atmosphere of the Legislative Conneil is a
very desirable one, in which they can feel
at home, and that they will derive consider-
able benefit from their association with it.
As to those who have passed from us, I
have happy recollections of those gentlemen
and of them I con say that just as in the
ordinary course of events we come and some
go, we must all regret their passine. I in-
tend to refer to three or four matlers only
in relation to the motion Lefore the House,
Toremost of those matters is that relating
to group settlement. T the Governor's
Specch very brief reference is made to this
important question, and even the vofereuce
that is made is not clear and does noi con-
vey much to hon. members. Tt snvs—-

A reclassification of Group Settlement Areas
has been practically concluded.

T hardly think there was any necessity o
mention that, because the veclassification of
the group settlement areas has not been a
tremendous {ask, and there are many other
phases of greater importance that mirht
have been mentioned. Then again it is
stated—

It ia the intention of the Government at an
carly date to institute a policy which, it is
hoped, will result in an improved position and
definitely fix the period during which Govern-
ment farming aseistance will he extended to
settlers,

I am one of those who are glad that at last
the Government intend to institute such a
policy. I recollect that prior to an election
four and a half years age, the group set-
tlers were asked to east their votes in a vcer-
tain direction beecause, they were promised,
if they did, they would roveive a soand and
progressive policy which, it was then alleged,
had not existed in the past. Many of the
settlers took that advice.

Hon. E. H. Haris: Tt was a high-sound-
ing phrase.

Hon. W. J. MANN: But that promi.ed
policy never materialised. Group seftie-
ment matters have eontinned much the same
as under the regime of the preceding Gov-
ermnent. For a long prriod I have held
that it was Ligh time something mere tan-
gible was known regardinyg the Governmert’s
intentions in connection with the group set-
tlement scheme. Naturally members of this
Hounse, and, T presume, the people of the
State generally, have felt some anxiety re-
garding the cost of group settlement. The
fizures have been steadily mounting and
the mosi that the people have heard on the
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subject has been that the scheme was evst-
ing a lot of money withont any correspoud-
ing benefits. The latter portion of that state-
ment is not correct. We have been receiving
corresponding benefits, as I propose fo
demonstrate later on., I agree with thase
whe say there have been serious wuste and
losses iu connection with group settlement,
but I do not associate myself with the utter-
ances of people who are inclined to father
the responsibility for the whole of the losses
upon those who instituted the secheme. I am
sorry that the Public Accounts for the year
ended the 30th June, 1928, are not available.
In the absence of that docnment, I bave had
to utilise the figures availuble for the pre-
vious financial year.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Yon want them to be
too up to date!

Hon. W. J. MANN: I find that up fo
the 30th June, 1927, £4,695,418 had ac-
tually beer spent and the Estimates for the
year 1927-28 amounted to £1,300,000. Thus
2 total of £5,995,418 has been provided for
group settlements, and of that amount,
£1,500,000 only was spent by the previous
Government. That means to say that
£4,500,000 has been spent by the Collier
Government.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They were committed
to the expenditure by the previous Govern-
ment.

Hon. W. J. MANN: They may have been
committed to expenditure, but not fo that
extent!

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
been avoided?

Hon. W. J. A[ANN: The Government
conld have cut a tremendous lot of the
losses and taken the scheme in hand and
moulded it as they say they now intend
to do. That would have cut ont much of
the waste that oceurred.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That should have
been done at the ineeption.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I agree that in some
directions there was some waste in the ad-
ministration of the scheme during the
first year and a half, but I also contend
that there have been equal, if not more
serious waste and maladministration dur-
ing the past 414 years. It is quite unfair
to try to father all the blame on any par-
ticular Government. The two Governments
that have had the handling of the scheme
are, in my opinion, equally eulpable, Tak-
ing the figures in the Auditor General’s re-

s

How could it have
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port for the year ended the 30th June, 1927,
the aggregate expenditure on group settle-
ment, divided by the number of settlers,
works out at about £700 per settler; to be
accurate £698, Those who know the scheme
are aware that it is impossible for any
settler to receive from the Government more
than £246 in one year. The settlers are
permitted to earn up to £20 10s. per month,

Hon. W, T. Glasheen: What was the
actnal number of settlers?

Hon. W. J. MANN: There were 2,087
blocks at that date. Not a great many
settlers earn £246 per annum because, as
the number of cows they carry inereases,
so the earnings are decreased by 30s. per
head per month.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen:
three.

Hon, W. J. MANN: I think it is after
the first two. The question I want to ask
is what has become of the difference be-
tween the £250 and the £700, to take round
figures. Where has it gone? I have not
been able to discover and I have not found
anyone else who has. Some explanation is
due to Parliament. The eottages have long
been built; some fencing might have been
done, but very little of that eould be eharged
outside the settlers’ earnings, because it is
usually included in the £246. If a member
went on to any group setéler's location and
told him ke had received £200 in excess of
the amount he was permitted to earn, that
member would be ehased off the holding as
onc who was mentally deficient, During the
last three years, very little money indeed
has been expended on group loeations other
than what has been carned by the settlers.
The question is a serious one to me
and it is equally serious to the grouper
who finds that roughly £700 has been
debited to his block for the year,
while the utmost he may receive from
the Government is £246. The amount allo-
cated in the Estimates of expenditure for
the present vear worked out at £563 per
settler. Even so, there is a big disecrepancy
hetween the amount a settler could possibly
earn and the amount that the scheme is cost-
ing the country. A good deal of disecontent
is felt by settlers and naturally so, because
they are unable to receive from the Govern-
ment any statement of accounts regarding
the holdings on which they are located. For
the last three or four years group settlers
have beer asking for a statement as to how

After the first



112

they stand, tnt up to date, with one excep-
tion, I do not know of any settler who has
received a statement. I shall quote the ex-
ception. Let me be perfeetly candid. I
have not seen the statement, but a gentleman
in whose veracity T have full confidence and
twe members of another place told me they
had seen it. I understand that that settler’s
eapitalisation is slightly over £2,000 and that
two of the items are overhead charges £303
14s. 1d, and intevest £438 8s. 9d,, making a
total of £747 0s. 10d. If those figures are
correct, the group settlers are being saddled
with a tremendous burden. There is an
amount of £747 that has never been ex-
pended on the property, and yet the man is
te be called upon to pay it.

Hon. J R. Brown: He will never pay
it,

Hon. E. H. Harris:
scheme.

Hon. W, J. MANN: Yes. The sooner the
Government let the settlers know the facts,
the better it will be for all concerned. Not
long ago the Minister for Lands made a
statement that one location had cost as much
as £5,000. I should like to know what
amounts were debited as overhead charges
and interest against that block. Tt is a
serions question and one npan which Parlia-
ment should be enlightened. The capitali-
sation of the blocks is a very live
one with group settlers and is oceasioning
considerable worry even to those who are
making good. The time is fast approaching
when gronp settlement expenditure, except
to a limited extent, should become unmeces-
sary. lor a long time I have felt that some
of the public utterances about group settle-
ment are not altogether fair and do not con-
vey the true position. The facts have fre-
quently been exaggerated, and I am sorry o
say this has been done by people from whom
we might have expected something betler.
The result is that public attention has been
focussed on a comparatively few of the
troublesome cases. There are still a number
of men on the blocks who have no right to
be group settlers. They are square pegs in
ronund holes or vice versa. There are misfits
and always will be misfits, = Those cases
cause considerable anxiety, but there is no
necessity to go into heroies becanse a few
such eases have to be dealt with. It was
only to be expected that such cases would
arise. What I complain about is that little
or no mention is made of the suecessful men.

It will settle the
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I think I can safely say that of the 2,000
group settlers the great majority are steadily
working out their own salvation and mak-
ing progress towards distinef suecess. Yes-
terday I took an opportunity to visit the
Busselton butter factory and I was agree-
ably surprised and delighted to learn that
to the end of last week 420 group settlers
were supplying eream to that factory alone.
I also took the precaution to send a tele-
gram to the Manjimup factory with the
idea of getting its figures, and this is the
reply I reeceived from the manager—

Group settlers now supplying number 232;
the inercase in production for the year 100 per
cent,
Those are facts that the public have not been
told. From official sourees we hear a lot
about the great efforts being exerted to make
the group settlements a suceess, hut we are
not told that two factories alone are receiv-
ing eream from nearly 700 group settlers. T
regret that I was unable to secure the figures
for the Bunbury factory. Had I heen able
to get them, this House would have been
interested to learn that the number of group
settlers now supplying ercam to factories
wag prohably approaching 1,000, That is
very gratifymg and cheering for those whe
are looking to the successful development of
that part of the State.

Hon. J. Ewing: But we never hear of it.

Hon, W. J, MANN: No,

Hon, C. F. Baxter: What was the increase
in the production of the Busselion factory?

Hon, W, J. MANN: I shall come to that
later. While we deplore the high cost of the
scheme, we vannot blame the South-West he-
cause of mal-administration. Apart from
the cost, group settlement is progressing sat-
isfactorily. If members will bear with me,
I shall read portion of the annual reporc
of the South-West Dairy Produets, Lid.,
presented to sharebolders last week. Let me
preface the quotation by saying that that
company c¢onirols the Busselton and Bun-
bury factories. The report states—

The increase in turnover for the year was

22 per cent. in excess of that of the year 1926-
27

Twenty-two per cent. inercase is a very sub-
stantial inerease indeed.

and this discloses that another record has
been established. The turnover on the Bunbury
and Busselton accounts amounted to the
splendid sum of £145.455
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1 think that should be very gratifying; it is
a substantial amount.

an inerease over last year of £35,007. The
quantity of cream purchased at the two fac-
tories amounted to 8,969,207 lbs, (over 1,325
tons), for which £108 334 15s. 6d. was paul Lo
supplicrs, and 1,631,001 1bs, of eommereial but-
ter involving the handling of 77,500 cans of
eream was manufactared. After allowing for
depreciation a net profit of £10,288 has been
made.

Hon, members will admit that that is a very
substantial advance.

Oat of thia amount it is proposed to pay a
dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. on the
paid up capital at the 30th April and a2 bonus

of 1d, per 1b. on butter fat supplied by share-
holders.

I will show later that the suppliers to those
fuctories received last year for their eream
an amonnt equal to, if not more than, that
received by suppliers to any other factory in
the Commonwealth. In addition to that they
received 1d. per lix. bonus. That, tao, is very
gratifying and should be made widely
known. Since purchasing the DBusselton
factory from the State, under whose man-
agement T am sorry it was a losing proposi-
tion

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: If is the
same with all State eoncerns.

Hon. W. J. MANN : The South-West
Dairying Products, Ltd., have incurred very
large eapital expenditure in putting in a
modern equipment. I was told quite re-
cently by experts who visited the district
that the machinery installed by the company
is the last word in batter-making plant. It
will be seen, therefore, that we have in this
State a plant, whieh, for its size, is equal to
anything in the Southern Hemisphere. This
happy state of affairs has been brought
about by group settlement.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain :
enterprise.

Hon, W. J. MAXNX: Group settlement iz
primarily responsible. Private enterprise
has realised that there is a big future for this
particular industry, and while, in the past,
bigger factories have not been required, the
company are spending their money in the
direction of getting ready for the big busi-
ness that will assuredly follow as the years
go on. With the permission of the House I
will read a brief extraet from the company’s
report. It says—

During the past 12 months we have paid
high prices for butter fat. There are no dairy-

men in any part of the Commonwealth to-day
who are reeeiving the same return for their

By private
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cream as are the suppliers to our factory, and
on top of this we are paying 1d. per lb. bonus,
which makes our actual average return to the
farmers 13, 9244, per 1b,, or 134d. per i more
for butter fat than we reccive for commercial
butter.

It may be asked how the company mannge
to pay more for butter fat than they receive
for their butier. That is explained by the
faet that the factory has been able to go in
for side lines such as the manufacture of ice,
and to control to some extent the importa-
tion of butter that was necessary to permit
of the fulfilment of contracts. Here is a list
of prices paid for butter fat during the 12
months ended April last:—May, 1s. 9d.:
June, 1s. 8d.; July, 1s. 8d.; August,
1s. 814d.; September, 1s. 9d.; Octoher, 1s.
9d.; November, 1s. 7%d.; December, 1s.
T%d.; January, 1s. 8d.; February, 1s, Tl4d.;
March, 1s. 8d.; April, 1s. 9d. If any hon.
member is sufficiently interested and eares
to compare those figures with the amounts
received by dairymen in the Eastern States,
he will find that those engaged in the indns-
try here are receiving a hetier return than
is the case in the other States, The report
concludes—

Sinee the imposing of 6d. per Ib. duty on
New Zealand butter entering Awustralia, the
prospeets of securing good prices for butter
fat in the future are very bright; especially
will this be so in Western Australin where we
have already a local market and a product
cagerly sought after by the consumers.

That, I think, should inspire the Government
to make every effort to keep group settle-
ment going on sonnd lines and to eut out all
the anomalies that are so plain to those who
are following the scheme very closely. The
Government should help the settlers all they
possibly ean, not so muech financially but in
the direction of increasing the production.
With all the money that has heen spent on
group seitlements—and there 1s no denying
the fact that the sum is very large indeed—
nothing like any corresponding cffort has
lreen made in the way of teaching the settlers
to farm correctly. Those settlers who are
making the most headway are people who
have had agricultural experience in the past.
Those who have come from overseas, brought
here from the eities or from other places
where they had no chanee of learning apy-
thing about any form of agriculture, have
been slower in their results. It is somewhat
of a reproach to those who have had charge
of the scheme that no sound policy of tuition
or encouragemeni has been given to the
settlers. I hope it is not too late even now
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to adopt such a eourse. The wonderful pro-
gress made by the company to which I have
referred is largely the result of group settle-
ment. Thas we have unmistakable proof of
what ean be accomplished in a short time,
and what it ought to be possible to do to
make the State self-supporting and entirely
independent of the Eastern Sfates in respeet
of dairy produce. I am going to quote
briefly from several letters I have in my
possession, letters written by people who are
engaged in this industry, an industry too,
which is often held up to ridicule. I conld
quote many more but for my purpose it will
be sufficient to read to members extracts
from three. Two of the letters are from old
settlers who are outside the group scheme.
One has been established in the South-West
for many years and the other went on the
land practically without money about nine
vears ago. My object in referring to these
letters is to show what can be done in the
South-West. The first letter I will read was
written by one of these settlers to the other.
This man went to the Abba River country
nine years ago without practically any
money but with grit and determination to
succeed. He writes—

I was very pleased to lhear that you are
milking 70 cows. It i3 a good advertiscment
for the Sussex distriet. We are at present
milking 93 head. and seven more to come in,
Still there are people who say that the Abba
River land is no good. I elaim to have one of
the very best dairy farms in the whole of
Western Australin, and T wrote and told that
to the Minister for Lands. I am pleased to tcl!
you that the Minister sent the Advisory Board
to inspect my property, and I ean nssure it
rather surprised the members of the board to
see what it was poasible to accomplish in nine
years in this heavy forest country by the adop-
tion of the proper methods.

A month later the same man wrote again to
his friend. ‘These people, I might mention,
were comparing notes and incidentally doing
their best to show the people of the State
that the Abba River had been given a name
that it did not deserve. In the second letter
he wrote—

I wag very pleased to hear that your eream
cheque was £138 for last month.

Some hon. membears will doubtless know that
the ncighbours to whom this man was writ-
ing are three sisters who ave earrying on
the farm. There are no men folk left in that
family, and the three wonien do the whole
of the management, The writer goes on—

My cream account was £161 odd without
reckoning the butter account, as we sell a fair
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amouat of butter. We also have 114 days’

cream on hand on account of the train service.

We are having a wretchedly hot summer, too

hot for anything to grow. All the cows in the °
South-West have gone off their milk, and I

faney we will all have to go in for silos if we

intend to make dairying a suceess,

This letter was written at the end of De-
eember last. The point I wish to make is
that here w2 have a man on country idenli-
eal with thar on whicl group settlers were
placed. His boundaries adjoin those of the
group settlers, and the conditions are pre-
cisely similar; yet he who took up this land
pine years ago without capital and without
Government assistance is now receiving a
snbstantial return for his enterprise. I
that is not something to make us believe
that the indnstry is worth while, then I do
not know what is. I sha'l now tell the
House someihing of the experiences of two
other settlers—group settlers. I might add
that the settler whose letters T am about to
read is a type of rugged Irishman who
15 almost invariably “agin” everything
and “agin” the Government. He insists on
having an avgument not only with the Gov-
ernment but sometimes with his best friends
as well. But he is a splendid settler, who
writes—

Ever since I came on my loeation it has been
in'a producing state. Since the cows were sup-
plied to me 18 months ago I have heen send-
ing eream to the factory continuously. Know-
ing that I could feed more cows, I asked for
them, but was told to hang on. Consequently
I have luxuriant elover wasting on my block
which T will be obliged to burn off. T have
over 200 head of poultry all first-clasy, and
receive an income of about £16 per month from
epgs and pouliry throughout the year. T have
never heen without pigs, and make a good profit
from them. I have had cxperience in dairy-
ing farming in Ireland where the conditions
are not so favourable as they are in the South-
West of this State, and I am sure that any
man can make a reasonable living on a small
holding, provided he has a knowledge of the
businecsg, or provided be can be guided by an
cxperienced officer.

He underlines the word “experienced.” His
letter coneludes—

I firmly believe that if handled on proper
lines group settlement will prove the State’s
best assct.

And he sends a copy in full detail of his
return for cream, showing that in January
he received £12 123, 1d. for his buter fat.
That, of course, is a {ime of the year when
the milk yield has fallen off. So there is a
man unquestionably making good.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter:
he milking?

Hon. W. J. MANN: T think about feur.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What is the use of
those to him¢%

Hon. W. J. MANN: He is just getting a
start. That is why I selected him as an illus-
tration. In another case-—unfortunately I
have mislaid the letter—a further group set-
tler states that he is receiving £20 a month
all the year round. I mention these instances
to show there is no necessity for anxiety
about the ultimate success of gronp settie-
ment, If has been an expensive.process, hut
I am sure the benefits that will accrue to
the State will more than compensate the
expenditure. Now I wish to maske brief
reference to the question of ports. Very
heavy expenditure is proposed for the Fre-
mantle harbour. As one who believes this
State is destined to play a great part in
the affairs of Australia, [ am not quibbling
about that. It is a wise nulicy to make pro-
vision for the great wheat yield we ore
going to handle. No doubt in a few years
time our wheat produciion will be enor-
mously greater than it is to-day. Conse-
quently it ds only right thal provision shonld
be made to exfend our havbours, so that the
wheat business can be fully coped with.
But [ hope the Government will not forget
the outer ports. Bunbury, with which T am
closely identified, has been waiting a long
time for some definite harbour scheme. Now
that the Fremantle and Geraldton harbour
schemes are well under way, I urge the Gov-
ernment to give serious consideration to ‘he
position of Bunbury. The wheat shipmant
at that port last year inecreased over ihe
previous year’s figures by 20,000 tons, That,
perhaps, is not an enormous inerease, but
still it is one that a few years ago wonld
have been thought very large indeed. For
the sake of comparison, the other day I
looked into some figures and found that up
to date £1,984435 has heen spent on the
Fremantle harbour. Tn the proposed new
scheme for the hridge and the extensions. it
is estimated to spend an additioaal
£2,300,000, which will bring up the cost of
the Fremantle harhour to well over five mil-
lions of money. Against that, £390,975
has heen spent at Buniury, £332,659 at
Geraldton, and £154192 at Albany. In
order to sec that every port gets the trade
that is its just due, I trust the Government
will not forget that there are other poris
than Fremantle that should have attention
in the way of inereased facilities. Bunbury’s

Tow many cows is
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trade warrants immediate improvemeut.
There is one small matter regarding which
I feel the Premier has somewhat let us
down. It has to do with the pronnsed ¢x-
penditure of £5,000 on the Busselton jetty.
I got into serious trouble on one necasion
for defending the Premier over it. The
Premier, at a public meeting held in Bussel-
ton prior to the elections, said that £5,000
would be expended on the Busselton jetty
at the earliest possible moment., Those
people who are mnot politically entbusiasiie
about the Premier have frequently called my
attention to the statement. T have always
said T belteved the Premier is a man of his
word, and that conseqrently the money
would be fortheoming. Bt thal was nearly
18 months ago. I now feel that as the money
has not been spent I have a perfect right
to remind the Premier of his promise and
to ask him to keep it. After all, the money
is required for the safetv of the wharf
workers and others engaged on the jetly.
The structure is not sufficiently wide, and
the hoats now using it are rather ioo long
to be herthed in safety. o it has hecome
necessary o extend and widen the end of
the jetty. I want once again to ref:r to the
tourist traffic. Each time T have spoken on
the Address-in-reply I have mentioned :he
necessity for creating a tourist atmos-
phere in the State I do not in-
tend to labour the question this aflernoun,
but undoubtedly the position is worse now
than it was Jast year. When the booking of
the Cave House accommodation for the
comning Christmas holidays was opened in
July, the whole of it was taken up within 25
minutes.

Hon. J. Cornell: You require a sort of
land board to make allocations,

Hon. W. J. MANN: No, what is required
is another Cave House at the Margaret
River, where there is a very pretty and most
desirable site available.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The frequent visits of
Ministers engaged in inspecting the Cave
House should result in some relief,

Hon. W. J. MANN: Tt has not done so in
the past, but no doubt it will in the future.
Only last week the new Hohorary Minister
came down there, and I had the privilege of
coming back in his company. In consequence
of what he said, I feel sure that if he has
his way tenders for the necessary increased
accommodation will soon be invited. Cave
House is an exeellent business proposition,
and I cannot understand any Government
hanging back when there is inereased busi-
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ness to be done. In 1926-27 the turnover at
Cave House was £12,388 and in 1927-28 it
inereased to £13,456. If that is not good
lrusiness for the State, I do not know what
is. I am not very keen on State enterprises
generally, but this is the one exception that
I can conscientiously support. There is
great necessity for increased accommodation
at Cave House. I wonld remind the new
Honorary Minister that such aceommeodation
is not required exclusively for the publie.
Last year I referred to the very poor
quarters provided for the male staff, who
were expected to live in a hessian shanty
that, had it been provided for members of
the shearers’ union, would have created a
tremendous uproar. The position at Cave
House = little while ago was not very much
better, for I found the men housed in tents,
at some distanee from the main building.
Those tents may be comfortable erough, but
I do not think they ean be said to conform
to the standard the present Administration
are always telling us should be provided for
working men. I commend this subjeet to
the attention of the new Honorary Minisier.
As for the tourist buresu, the time has
arrived when we should have some improved
office or business place in the city. The
Government should secure premises as near
as possible to the ecentral railway station,
Perth. Then the tourist passing in and out
of the city, the man walking arcund at a
loose end wondering how to spend his fime
and money, would know where to go for
guidance. As the result of having a shop
or office in sueh a position, the department
and the State would be benefited and we
should keep within the State a great deal of
money that at present goes to the Kastern
States. I have a word of congratulation for
the Government upon the assisiance they
have given to the ({in-mining industry at
Greenbushes. On two occasions wie asked the
Government to expend in that feld some of
the money earmarked for the assistance of
mining. At present the diamond drills are
being put down, and I trust the Government
will see to it that the drilling is continued
until the field is thoroughly proved. How-
ever, for what they have done so far we sin-
cerely thank the Government. Mr. Fraser
made krief reference to the State Implement
Works. Had it not been for his reference
to the matter, 1 do not think I would have
made any allusion to it. Mr, Fraser deplored
the fact that some years ago G00 men were
cmployed at the works, but that to-day the
number had dwindled down to something
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like 200. He very mightly said he hoped
some action would be taken to ascertain the
cause of this. I am sorry to say I think I
can tell him the cause. Whilst the workmen
may be quite as good as he said they are, I
believe the works are not delivering the
goods. Anyone who visits the group settle-
ment depots and sees the number of State-
made implements lying there derelict and
broken beyond repair, and the tremendous
serap-heap represented by them, cannot help
secing that the implements which have come
from the State works have not stoed up to
the job. I have diseussed this matter with
many group settlers who were on the Iand
before they joined the groups. One of their
chief complaints is that they have been
foreed to use implements made by the State,
well knowing that they eould have obtained
better implements for the money elsewhere.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: You cannot blame
the rank and file for that,

Hon. W. J, MANN : I notice from the
Press recently that the exeeutive committee
of the Labour Council have recommended to
the Premier that all machinery purchased
with money borrowed from the Agrieultnral
Bank should be obiained from the State Im-
Plement Works. If I read that aright, it
will apply to the wheat eountry represented
by Mr. Glasheen, as well as to the big scheme
that is about to be lJaunched. Tn view of the
experience that the group settlers have had
of the machinery manufactured by the State
Implement Works, I hope the Glovernment
will not accede to the request, and that those
who are borrowing money from the Agri-
cultural Bank will not be insiructed that they
must spend it on State implements. It is an
extraordinary thing for the Labour Party
to say that the man who borrows money must
be told how he is to spend it. It is not =
very democratic idea, and does not appeal
to me in any way.

Hon. W. T, Glasheen: Any wheat grower
can obtain any machine he likes,

Hon. W, J. MANN: Possibly that is so
now. I believe this matter will be discussed
at the Primary Producers' conference this
week. It is one of more than passing im-
portance, and I hope the conference will
take the strongest exception to any man who
borrows money from the Agricultural Bank
being told where he must spend it. I had
intended to say something about main roads,
but the public have had such a surfeit of
that guestion, that I will refrain from any
reference to it. I support the motion.
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HON. G. A, KEMPTON (Central) [3.35]:
1 wish to deal with one or two matters
that more particularly concern the resi-
dents in my distriet. Before doing so I
weleome most heartily the new members of
tiie Chamber, and express my regret that
we have lost some of our old friends. I
wish to refer particularly to land to the
north of Geraldton. During the last two
sessions I have given particulars regarding
this langd, and have informed the House of
the great bardships that the settlers there,
who are struggling on their farms, have to
undergo, more partieularly those on the
Murchison River, onut at Dartmoor, Balla,
Bindn, and other localities round there. I
have listened with interest to Mr. Mann’s
remarks upon the Cave House. Whilst 1
agree it is necessary that holiday people
should enjoy facilities and comforts when
they are away on tour, I think it is far
more important that we should help thosc
who are struggling in the out-back centres
to get a living and to develop the State.
We should provide railways for them. Tt is
many years since any railways were built
in the northern areas, and fully 16 years
have elapsed since there was an extension
of the Yuna line. At that time it was
{hought by the Agricnltural Bank that the
Yuna land was not all it should be. Since
then it has shown ifself to be the best
whent-growing land in the State. The
averages there have been very fine. The
extension of the railway from Yuna ount
through Balla, Dartmoor, Bindu, and out
towards Mullewa would mean the opening
up of some very fine land, that would be
helpful in the development of the State.
Last vear Geraldton shipped over 1,000,000
bags of wheat. According to the reports
of practical farmers, men who know the
district, Geraldton will be shipping this
vear, provided the season holds out, fully
5,000,000 bushels of wheat. T say this to
show how the distriect is developing.
In the Dartmoor ares three or four
vears azo there was nothing to be seen
but serub and trees, whereas to-day there
are many fine holdings in the district. One
party alone has in iwo years cleared
and eropped 1,000 acres, and that sort of
thing is going on all round the district.
Those who are tryving to develop the coun-
try in this way should be given better facil-
ities to do so. Many railways are being
built in the southern parts of the South-
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West, but a certain amount of interest
should be taken in the North. I do not
say the South-Western railways should not
be built, for I think it is wise that they
shonld be, but we cannot afford to neglect
the north altogether. It is impossible for
men to grow wheat profitably and cart it
for 30 miles. The Government should fake
this into consideration, If it is not possible
at present to build the necessary railways
in these areas, something in the way of
damps should he formed. This matter was
referred to some two or three years ago.
The .practiee is ecarried out in some of the
other States. Different farmers convey their
wheat 10 or 15 miles and at one spot make
a huge dump, from which place six-wheeled
Government wagons take the wheat into
the neavest siding. This means a saving
in many ways. It is a decided saving to the
farmer, and a very great help to the
roads. Tt means that one wagon is nsing
the road whereas perhaps some dozens of
small motor trucks would be doing so. The
Chief Secretary knows this country well.
He is interested in it, and has often spoleen
of this matter. I hope he will induce Cabi-
net to take steps to send the Railway Ad-
visory Board through the area and advise
the Government as to whether the land is
suitable for the further extension of the
railway. I now wish to refer to the
Geraldton harbour. Thig is a serious matter,
becanse trade generally in the northern
areas is being held up. More particularly
are the manganese deposits being held up.
The (fovernment have assisted the company
by building a railway from Meekatharra to
Horseshoe. The company has spent a lot of
money there, and now everything is ready
for the commencement of shipping opera-
tions. It is necessary that the harbour
should be completed, or that one or two
berths should be provided, and big bins
erected so that the manganese can pro-
fitably be shipped away. At present
all the money is held up, and is likely
to be held up until the harbour is im-
proved. T know the difficulty the engineers
have. It is also difficult for a layman to
discuss such matters as the building of a
harbour. There is a general feeling amongst
shippers and captains of vessels that the
whole thing is dragging, Time after time
I have visited the works, but no progress
seems to be made. We were told that pro-
hably two berths would be ready for the
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ships last season, but the emgineer tells me
now that it is not likely any berths will be
ready for ships even next year. This will
mean the hanging up of the manganese com-
pany. Then there is the question of the
material which must come through Geraldton
for the construction of the Wiluna line, It
will be very difficult for big ships te tie
up at the present jetty. As the Wiluna
mine develops, a great deal of heavy machin-
ery will be passing throngh the port, and
again the difficalty will occur of handling it.
I hope the Chief Secretary will cause some
inquiry to be made concerning the harbour
improvements, and see whether it is not pos-
sible to hurry the work along. It is cheaper
to employ more men so long as they are not
in one another’s way, and so carry out the
work properly and expeditiously. The
overhead c¢xpenses are still going on. 1
should like to say a few words in connection
with the main roads question. Mr, Mann
passed it over, but after reading the eriticism
of the Premier upon the conference held in
Perth recently, I feel it my duty to bring
the matter before the House. The Premier
thought fit to deseribe a conference held in
the Assembly Hall as a wild and woolly
gathering. Tt was certainly not that. At
all events, such a deseription shows poor
courtesy to a body of men who come from
out hack, men conneeted with local authori-
ties throughont the State, who are assisting
the Government to carry out various works
and without whose aid it would be impos-
sible for the Government to develop the
State as it should be developed.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Did he not call you
seallywags?

Hon. G. A, KEMPTON: I do not think
so.

Hon. G. W, Miles: T think I read that.

Hon. G. A, KEMPTON: When metro-
politian visitors, more particularly Ministers
of the Crown, ge to the country, they are
always treated with eourtesy, and everything
is done for them that ecan possihly be done.
Surely when these conference members eome
to Perth over distances of hundreds of miles,
some of them from the far North, to diseuss
affairs of interest and importanee, it is ah-
solutely wrong to tell them that they are
simply a wild and woolly gathering. Surely
those men, when visiting the capital of the
State, can expeet, from the head of the
Government more particularly, the same
decent courtesy as they wonld show him
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were he to go to them. The Premier also
said that certain members of Parliament
who were present at the conference had
wangled the right to be there.

Hon. G. 1V, Miles: What did he mean by
“wangled”?

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: I was on the
platform, and I suppose I am one of the
members of Parliament to whom the Pre-
mier referred. However, I did not wangle
the right to be there. TFor many years there
has existed in Geraldton a federation of local
anthorities and industries, a federation that
has done fine work. It was by that federa-
tion the Mayor of Perth was asked to call
the State-wide conference in question. T
have been chairman of the federation since
its inception, and therefore I did not
wangle a right to attend the confer-
ence. Mr, Hall, another member of
this Chamber, also attended the eonference.
He is a member of the Geraldton Municipal
Couneil, and has done municipal work there
for many years, so I am sure he did not
wangle the right to be present. Mr. Fer-
guson, M.L.A., was also present. He is a
member of the local road board, and so I
do not think he wangled his right to be pre-
sent.

Hon. V. Hamersley : I was there by special
invitation.

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: One after an-
other the members of Parliament who were
present at the conference can be mentioned
and shown to have had a perfect right to
attend. Apparently the Premier thought
fit to criticise the gathering as he did be-
cause, he said, it was purely a matter of
political propaganda. The Leader of this
Chamber knows the federation to which I
have referred very well indeed. He has at-
tended the meetings frequently, The same
can be said of Mr. Willeock, the Minister for
Railways and Justice. Both gentlemen know,
and have eommented upon, the splendid
work done by the federation.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Did not some of the
delegates to the conference guestion the
right of members of Parliament to be there®

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: They questioned
that right until the reasons were stated, and
therenpon those who raised the question
were perfectly satisfied. The federation at
Geraldion represents many loeal anthori-
ties. The statement with regard to politieal
propaganda is absolutely false. There was
no politieal propaganda about the conference.
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Now I should like to read part of a letier
sent by the federation to the Premier, Mr.
Willeoek, Mr. Drew gnd Mr. Hickey—

I have to advise that s very representative
conference of the local governing bodies of the
Victoria and Murchison districts was held in
the Council Chamber, Geraldton, on Thursday,
11th April, primarily to dizcuss the question of
the schedule of charges reccived from the Main
Roads Board. The following local bodics were
represented at the conferenee:—Municipality
of Geraldton; road boards, Geraldion, Upper
Chapman, Mingenew, Yandanooka, Greenough,
Northampton, Perenjori-Morowa, Dongarra,
Mt. Magnet, Cue-Day Dawn, Yzlgoo, Carnamah.
Each local authority received a schedule from
the Main Roads Board, setting out the charges
apportioned to each board, for work done in
the northern distriets, and each board takea
very great exception to the way in which these
charges have been apportioned, and by diree-
tion of the econference, I forward to you here-
under the following resolutions, which were
carried wnanimously by the conference.

I wonder whether it was political propa-
ganda for men to come from the Murchison
goldfields to discnss suchk matters—a lot of
them Labour men, and all of them very fine
men, It is utterly absurd to speak of such
a meeting as in the nature of political pro-
paganda. Now I wish to give the House
some of the reasons why the eonference was
called. T did not intend to ventilate griev-
ances against the Main Roads Board in this
Chamber. The chairman and members and
the staff of the Main Roads Board have al-
ways shown me the greatest courtesy, and
have always been willing to diseuss any pro-
jeet placed before them. At the same time,
I wish to show the House why the conference
referred to thonght it necessary to have a
general inquiry or a Royal Commission into
the administration of the board. I shall give
a few particuiars of work done by the board
in the northern distriets.  Hon. members
from other districts can, I am sure, if they
care to speak on this matter, show where
Just as much money has been squandered as
in the northern districts. In a State like
Western Australia, with its area of roughly
a million square miles, we cannot afford to
waste one penny of the expenditure on our
public roads, If money bas been wasted, it
1s up to some of the local authorities to
show that waste. Here are some instances.
In Greenough during the year ended June,
1927, the Main Roads Board did 209 chains
of metalling, forming and gravelling, The
alloeation cirenlar says the cost of this work
was £6,272 5s. 8d. or £30 per chain. At
the first glance this seems a reasonable eost.
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Now, Section 30 of the Main Roads Aect
deals with the apportionment of amounts ex-
pended on permanent works and mainten-
anee. Subsection 3 says—

Before finally making the apportionment, the
board shall serve 2 notice upon cuen contribu-
tory local authority, setting forth the perman-
ent works and maintenance, euch separately
stated, from which each of the said distriets
respectively is deemed to have benefited, and
the amount expended thereon.

Those last words, “the amount expended
thereon,” are the words to which I desire {o
eall special attention. The ecircular states
that the cost of the 209 chains was £6,272
59. 83. It will be remrciubered that the
arrangement between the Commonwealth
and the States was that for cvery £1 1fs.
spent, the Commonwealth should previde £1
and the State 15s., and that half of the 15s.
should be provided by the local authorit.cs,
The amount of £6.272 5s. 8d. deuls oaly
with the State’s 18s. Therefore, the cost
of the 209 chains was £14,635 Gs. 7d., or
£70 per chain. And yet the Praemier calls
it politieal propaganda to show up these
things. I have before ma 2 letter from the
Mingenew Road Board showing comparative
costs of work. The engineer of the Min-
genew Road Board is & man who nas gone
throngh an engineering course and knows
what he is talking about. He says that his
hoard tendered for 30 chains of metal rond
at £665, equal to £22 per chain. The ton-
der was accepted. The engineer goes on to
say that Main Roads Board work of a simi-
lar character on the Moora-Geraldton mnin
toad, in the Greenough distriet, works out
nn the Main Roads Board figures at £70 per
chain., One can therefore understand Min-
genew wanting a Royal Commission to in-
quire inte Main Roads Board administration,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Was this work dune
on the same elass of country?

Hon. . A, KEMPTON: Practically the
same class of eountry.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And to the sane speci-
fieation? _

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: I got this in-
formation from the engineer of the Minge-
new Road Board, who knows what he is
talking about.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Mind you do not get
him the sack!

Hon. G. A. EEMPTONXN: I have no doubt
the hon. member would love to give that
man the sack if he possibly could. With
regard to Road 13Q, Georgina, which is a
aravel road, the Main Roads Board gave the
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following partienlars:—127 chains costing
£956 8s. 7d., or £7 10s. per chain. Wken
measured by the officer of the local boaxd,
Lowever, the length of road was fiund to
be only 78 chains, a difference of 49 chains,
making the cost £12 53 per chain instrad
of £7 10s.

Hon, W. J. Mann: What sort of measures
are used up there?

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: Then, with re-
gard to the MeCartney-road, 13R, the Main
Roads Board stafed that they had done 74
chains, eosting £1,027 5s. 44., equal to {13
17s. 6d. per chain. The distance, cn beirg
measured, was found to he 55% chains, a
difference of 1914 ¢hains, making the eost
£18 7s. per chain instesd of £13 17s. td.
Because of floods in Mareh, 1927, the Green-
ourh Road Board asked for a grant for
repairs. A grant of £500 was offered. This
the loeal board considered insufficieni. How-
ever, tenders were called and specifications
sent up. I have here the specifications—22
type-written pages for 10,362 feet of main-
tenance.

Hon. E, H. Gray: Did the Commmonwealth
have anything to do with that speeificatin?

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: T do nut know
anything about the Commonwealth. These
people worked under the State Aet. How-
ever, the specifications give the Chair-
man of the Main Reads Board abso-
Inte power, power as &hsolute as .ny
Czar of DRussia ever possessed. I
shali have pleasure in handing over the
specifieations to hon. members io rend.
When those who wished to tender for the
work saw these wonderfnl specifications,
they walked out of the office. They con-
sidered it would be absolutely necessary to
take a full com=e in law to understand
them!

The Chief Seeretary: Those specifications
are insisfed upen hy the Commonwealih
Government.

Hon. . A. KEMPTON: T do not know
why the Federal Government should insist
upon the specifications, T do nof know that
they are insisted upon he the Main Roads
Board, seeing that that hody has now pro-
vided smaller specifications and there has
heen no alteration of the Aet, That is the
position to-day. Men who have been acens-
tomed to tender for this class of work re-
fused to tender as soon as they saw the
specifications, which extend to 22 pages of
typewritten matter, just for the maintenance
of three miles of road!
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Hon. E. M. Gray: That is another in-
stunce of Commonwealth interference!

Hon. G. .\, KEMPTOX: There are one
or two lovely clauses included in the speeifi-
cations, and it would do hon, members good
fo read them if they have any faith in the
futare of the Main Roads Board. However,
I was referrng to the position that arose in
connection with the Greenongh Road Board.
Subsequently £030 was alloeated teo the
Greenough board on account of the damage
by flood. Th+t amount was afterwards re-
allocated by the Main Roads Board’s en-
ginver, £340 for flood damage, and £300 for
maintenance work on the Moora-Geraldton-
voad in the Mreenough disiriet. As there are
only three miles of that road made in the
Greenough ‘histriet, that is eqnal to £100 per
mile for maintenance on & road builf but a
few months age! There are 17 miles of the
Moora-Gerallton-read running throngh the
Grecnongh disiriet. Of that length, three
miles have heen constrneled at a cost of
£16,134 175, 11d. There are still 14 miles
to econstimet! TFrovided the remainder costs
the same per mile as the three miles that
have been consirneted, that part of the main
road, coverine 17 miles in all, will cost
£91,426, That applies to the portion of the
road in one dixtvict only!

Hon. J. Nicholson: Could you not build
a railway for i:at amount?

Hon, G. A, KEMPTON: Yes, easily. If
the presenf ihvee miles cost £100 per mile
for maintenance, after having been built for
a few months only, this will mean a big
maintenance bill when the road is finished,
and that cost has to be borne by the loecal
authority. Theu there is the position in the
Yalaoo distriet. T have many letters from
different road hoards, the members of which
are keenly inierested in this guestion.

Hon, B. 11, Harris: Were these roads
constracted just about the time of the last
Legislative Assembly eclections?

Hon. G. A. RKEMPTON: Respecting the
209 chaing Sf road that coct £70 a chain,
that was an instanee in which the men were
rushed on to the work so that they conld he
enrolled bhefore the election was held. In
Yalgoo the DMain Roads Board cleared
2,080 chains of road aft a cost of
£402 7s. 8d., ecunl to £16 Gs. per mile, The
road was ¢'eared to a width of 22 feet, The
YValeoo Road Board eleared a similar road
{krongh the same class of countrv and
cleared it to 2 »idth of 33 feet for a Mistance
of 21 miles at a cost of £8 per mile. The
contractor was quite satisfied with his profit.
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These figures show that if the Main
Roads Board had cleared their length
of road to the same width as the local
board had clzared their road, the cost weonld
have been €24 9s. per mile as against the
loeal board’s cost of £8 per mile.  That
shows that distinet waste of public money
has been going on. I have a letter from the
Yalgoo Road Board in which there is the
following passage:—

I notice at a recent meeting you stated your
Couneil was expected to pay for a road through
the Dalwaflinu and Yalgoo districts. The por-
tion through our district is about as useful to
Yalgoo distriet as it is to Geraidton. This
road was cleared for the benefit of traffic from
north of Mt. Magnet gaing to the metropolis,
and is from 80 to 100 miles from Yalgoo and
runs parallel to a road we had from Paync’s
Find to Yowergabhie and Mt. Magnet, and
which was in good order. The new road cleared
is of no benefit to the ratepayers in that por-
tion of onr distriet, and in January no fences

had been eut or gates erected and, as far as T
know, have not yet been cut.

That road cost a tremendous lot of money.
That letter was written in April and in the
previous January the gates across the road
that the Main Roads Board had construeted
had not even been cut! The result was that
the road could not be used and that con-
structed by the Yalgoo Road Board was re-
cognised as good enough for the purposes of
the people therc and was used by them. In
August the local beoard a!so dealt with the
matter in a further communication, in whieh
it was stated by the sceretary—

A couple of months ago there were no fences

then cut or gates erceted.
He goes on to say—

This board is not satisfied with al]ocat;ons
of the Main Roads Board, The district is
presumed fo benefit to the extent of £764 by
the Midland Junction-Meekatharra main road
which passes through the extreme eastel‘n boun-
dary, parallel with 3@ road that was in good
order. The main road is of no benefit to this
district, or to the few ratcpayers in that por-
tion of it. Ag far as this board knows, the
fences across the road have mot heen cut, or
gates erecled, to date.

I have already indieated that the letters I
am quoting are official ones from the loem
authorities concerned. There is a communi-
cation from the Mt Magnet Road Board
giving some notes upon the Main Roads
Board charges against the local anthority at
Mt. Magnet, which inelude a contribution of
£291 Gs. 104. and an annual payment under
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Subsection 3 of Rection 30 of £18 18s. 9d.
The notes read—
Amount received from Main Roads Board ae-
count, part of Wubin North-East Rond 4f—
£ 8 d.
884 14 10

Maintenanre 453 U v

£929 14 10

This road between Mf, Magnet and the boun-
dary is a distance of 50 odd miles; the whole
work was curried out to the satisfuction of
the enginecr and the travelling public. A heavy
amoother pulled by 20 edd camels was dragged
over the whole road twice, making a smooth
track 20 feet wide free from all stumps, stones,
ete, and giving perfeet running to the motor
traftic. New gates painted white were erceted
and mileage distances marked on same, This
road is recogmised as the Dbest portion on the
whole of the main trunk road. Gibberding to
Ninghan: Something like £2,581 has Deen
spent on thig portion, aund it is at present still
unfit for traflic, and from all aceounts is most
dangercus, The 01d road is still used.

Yalgoo road: Expenditure £5,000; recently
cxpended; considered a waste of woney. Had
half, that amount been placed in the hands
of the Magnct and Yalgoo boards, a new read
could have been cut and the traveiling public
would have had no eomplaints. This board
strongly protests against having te pay inter-
est for a number of years on money which
could have been expended to a much greater
advantage, and in many instances local hoards
could have carried ont the work in a Dbetter
manner for about half the cost.

That shows how the public money is being
wasted. I wish to deal briefly with the
amounts assessed against the loeal authori-
ties for work enrried out by the Main Roads
Board. Wkhen the allocations were placed
before the different bodies, there was a dis-
tinet feeling of unrest. QGreat dissatis-
faction was expressed by the members
of the road boards eoncerned, who are
men wonking in a purely honorary
capacity for the welfare of the State
in general. While many of them held
varying political views, and despite the faet
that an eleetion was approaching, these mem-
bers of road hoards pressed for a confer-
enee, They felt that the work of the Main
Roads Board, which, in the first place, was
regarded as a blessing, was turning out fo
be a very veal hardship to the people in the
country. I will give hon. members some in-
stances to show how the assessments affected
some local authorities. In the circular that
was set out, the assessments were shown.
For instance, in Geraldton, where not
a penny of Main Roads Board money
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had been spent, just because 25 miles of
road had been constructed on the Moora-
Geraldion road, the people were called upon
to pay £61 185, 9d. a year for 30 vears. The
25 miles of road already comstrueted have
cost £34,934, and that means that when the
road is fully constructed for a dis-
tanea of 306 miles, and taking it that
the balance will cost as mueh as the
portion already built, the Geraldfon dis-
triet will have to hear ag ity share of
the cost, £21,114. That will mean a pay-
ment of £703 16s. per annum for 30 years.
That, of course, does not take into consid-
eration the cost of maintenance, which, hon.
members will realise, may have to be paid by
the local authorities. The Act says that
the suthorities ean force the local people to
shoulder that burden. Mr. Gregory, M. HR.,,
wrote a leiter dealing with that point. Many
reople connected with local authorities eon-
sdered that they would net have to pay for
maintenance, but in his letfer Mr. Gregory
said—

For main trunk roads, the Commonwealth
provides 4/7ths of the cost and the State
d/7ths, but of this 3/7ths the State may levy
upon the local authorities up to, bué not ex-
ceeding, one-half of the State’s portton of the
cost. In this conncetion I may mention that
Western Australia has exclusively been given
the right to levy one-half of their share of the
cost of arterial roads for a period of five years,
similarly to the permanent right to levy one-
half the cost of main roads. In the construetion
of developmental roads, Commonwealth 4/7ths,
State 3/7ths in the conatruction, and the State
may levy 3/I4ths of the cost on the local auth-
ority; in addition, the State may compel the
local authority to maintain thesc roads,
When dealing with the amount that Gerald-
ton will have to pay, [ have referred to one
road only, that from Perth to Geraldton.
There are many other roads that will have
to be constructed. Thers is the road
through from Geraldton to Meekatharra,
the main rcad from Gersldton to Nor-
thampton, another one to Mullews and
others still to other centres. Tt means that
if all these works ave to be undertaken anl
(teraldton is to be evpected to shoulder such
proportionate financial burdens, the Gernld-
ton local authorities will have ne money
whatever to spend within their own hound-
ary. The outlook is very serious for the
local authorities there, These facts show
why the recent conference was convened, and
how reazonable it was that the men shonld
eome from long distances to go into ihe
guestion of costs.  Another iniquitous
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charge against ilte loen)l authorities eoncerns
the bridge over the Upper Swan, the cost
of which it is stated at £18,507 11s. 8d. That,
however, is only the State's proportion of
the rost; the actnal enst is something like
£43,216.

Hen, V., Hamersley: For that tinpot slru--
ture!

Hon. G. A. EEMPTOX: Yes. Each year
loeal authorities will have charged against
them larger and still larger amounts. I have
mercely instanced Gernldton as the biggest
town in the North to show what the positiou
will be under the Main Reads Board assess-
ments. Subsection 2 of Seetion 30 of the
Main Roads Act reads—

In exercising this authority the bourd shall
take inte account the revenue, valuption and
rating of the local authority and also its finan-
cial obligations on aceount of liabilities for
loan expenditure incurred in respeet of perman-
ent works under this Act.

I cannot see where the Main Roads Board
has taken into consideration the smaller local
aunthorities. Take the Irwin Road Board.
The total revenue of that bedy amounts to
£1,214, The board spends on works and
maintenanee £1,089. That does not take
into consideration administrative expendi-
turc and other charges. How can the road
board pay for the Moora-Geraldton road,
£61 18s, 9d., and for the Midland Junetion-
Meekatharra rood, £18 18s, 9d. per annum
for 30 years?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Hon. G. A, EEMPTON: Before tea I
was diseussing the amounts that were as-
sessed against the different loeal authori-
ties in the northern districts. Speaking of
the Irwin Road Board I mentioned that the
total revenue was £1,214, ont of which the
board spent on works and maintenance
£1,089. That does not take inte considera-
tion administration expendifure and other
charges. How can the board pay for the
Moora-Geraldion road £61 185, 9d. and for
the Midland Junction-Meekatharra road
£18 18s. 9d. per annum for 30 years? When
the amount for one road reaches £703 what
will the board’s position be? Like many
other road boards it must become bankrupt.

Hon, J. Nicholson: That board has a
big mileage, like most other road hoards,
I suppose?

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: Yes, The same
ean be said of the Greenough Road Board
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with a total revenune of £1,787 and of the
Geraldton Road Board with a revenne of
£1,736, and there are many other road boards
in just the same position. It will be an
absolute impossibility for them to carry on
if those charges are made as in the past. Is
it just to charge Irwin, Greenough, Upper
Chapman, Northampton, Mingenew, and
Carnamah for work on the Midland June-
tion-Meekatharra road, or to charge Mecka-
tharra, Cue, Magnet, Yalgoo, Nannine and
many other distant boards for work done on
the Swan bridge? The allocation eircular
read—

The contributions from the loeal authorities
are not at a wniform rate, but have heen
varied lecause, in the epinion of the board,
suell varintion is substantially aceording to

the benefits to the local authorities from the
reapective worka,

When the Meekatharra Road Board was
asked whether it was satisfied with the allo-
cation, the following reply was sent—

If you mean the amount assessed against
the board for main road work earried out elge-
where, it iz thought to border on the burlesque
to apportion a tax on any conumunity over
500 miles from the site of the works.

That board has been charged for works 500
miles distant from the district. Were the
revenue and ratings taken into account when
charging Perth municipality 2.5 for the
Midland Junction-Meekatharra road and
charging Swan, Chittering, Vicloria Plains
Moora, Delwallinn and Yalgoo each 7.9, and
the Midland towns from Gingin to Ner-
thampton 3.17 Many of those North Mid-
land fowns are not in any way connected
with this road. Again, on the Moora-Ger-
aldton road, Moora, Carnamah, Mingenew,
Irwin, Greenough and Geraldion Road
Boards are charged 12.7, East Chapman and
Northampton 54, and Geraldton 127,
while such loecal authorities as Mid-
land .Junction and others in the metro-
politan area are left out. It shows that the
whole thing is positivelr wrong. The atto-
cations have been made in guite a wrong
way. I am not going to dwell at greafer
length on the matter of the Main Roads
Board beeause I think members are con-
vineed that the conference was quite in
order in meeting to discuss the work. May
I mention in passing that some of the roads
on which money has been squandered wers
constructed immediately prior to the last
general election. There is no need for me
to enlarge on that aspeet of the question.
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Referring again to the speecifications sen
out, I should like to read one of the many
clauses to show how unjust the speeification:
are. Clause 19 begins—

It is hereby expressely agreed that it shall
not be imperative upon the buard to proceed
with the works unlesa the money for the same
has been voted by the Legislative Assembly
and sanctioned by some Appropriation Aet:
and in ease sufficient money shall not have been
80 voted and sanctioned, it shall be lawful for
the chairman from time to time, by written
notice addressed to the contractor and left at
his usual or last place of abode or on the worka,
to stop or suspend the works either tempor-
arily or permanently, or to order that a por-
tion or portiens only of the works shall be pro-
cceded with, and the remainder to be stopped
or suspended cither temporarily or perman-
ently; and the contractor shail therenpon either
stop or smspend the works or finish such portion
or portions thereof, and then stop and suspend
the works, as he shall be by such notice
directed. And in ease such works shall have
been temporarily stopped and suspended under
the power therein conferred, the contractor
shall resume the same upon reeciving an order
in writing to that effect from the chairman.

Thus a man who takes a contract from the
Main Roads Board under those specifications
may begin the construction of a three-mile
road, then be stopped and have to puf the
men off for a few days, and then be ordered
to resume the work, and later be stopped
again. It is quite ridiculous. I think T
have said enough to show that an inquiry
into the work of the Main Roads Board is
absolutely necessary. Such an inguiry would
he in the interests of the local authorities
concerned, in the best interests of the State,
and certainly in the best interests of the
Main Roads Board. I join with other mem-
hers in supporting the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply.

HON A. J. H. SAW Mectropolitan-Sub-
nrban) [740]: There ave two tkings on
which T wish to touch in speakine on the
motion for the adoption c¢f the Address-in-
veply, Members will probably remember
that during the Address-in-reply detate Iast
session I dirvected the attention of the Gov-
ernment and the House to the question of
the control of the milk =upply and of ob-
taining a pure milk supply for the city of
Perth, I am sorry to say that my efforis
in that regard were not appreciated by the
Government. I ean quite understand the
difficulty of the Government owing to the
presence of a gentleman temporarily holding
the office of Commissioner of Public Health,
who was hostile to the views I expressed.
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No doubt the Government were influenced
by the attitude adopted by Dr, Mitchell, T
canuob congratulate the AMinister for Health
{Hon. 8. W. Munsie)~—nund ] presume the
Leader of this House reflected the views of
the Minister for Health in the attitude
he took up—on the diserimination whieh he
displayed, or rather did not display, in the
matter ay I presented it. I took care to
quote chapter and verse for the views I ex-
pressed, and I did not speak without quot-
ing definite authorities for the views I advo-
cated. T was very pleased to see that when
Dr. Atkinson, the Commissioner of Heulth,
who had been on a tour of America as the
guest of the Rockefeller Tnstitute, returned
to this State, the very first thing he men-
tioned, not knowing of the controversy that
had taken place during his absence, when
asked what had most impressed him during
his travels, was, “the method of distribution
and the pasteurisation of milk in the large
cities in Ameriea.” Since then Dr. Atkinson
in the I'ress and also in eddresses given to
the medieal profession has stated quite fully
bis convietion that pasteuvisation is the pro-
per system of dealing with the milk supply.
He has borne out every contention that I
advanced in this House 12 months ago. Not
only does Dr. ‘Atkinson bear me out, but the
highest authority in the scientific world on
the question of nutrition, Dr. McCollum,
states that in his opinion the milk supply
of every large eity shouid be pastenrised.
I hope that during this session the Govern-
ment will pay some atteation at any rate
to the views Dr. Atkinson expressed, if only
for the reason that ot eonsiderable exper.se,
not. to the Government Lnt the Rockefeller
Institute, Dr. Atkinson was afforded an
opportunity to visit America and England
in order to learn of recent developments in
public health. When he returned to the
State he said the thing of outstanding merit
was the system of milk supply and pasteur-
isation. Dwr. Atkinson alse confirms what T
said that in the large cities of America from
05 to 90 per cent. of the milk distributed is
pasteurised. Forthermore, he says that in
London where the United Dairies eonirols
60 per cent, of the milk supply of that hoge
metropelis, the whole of the milk it distri-
butes is pasteurised. How muoch more is
pasteurised in London I do not know, but
this one huge corporation controlling
G0 per cent. of the wmilk supply
of London pastenrises all its mitk.
T am perfectly convineed that we shall
never get a proper system of milk supply
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for Perth until the supply is controlled.
I noticed in this evening’s newspaper that
the milk producers are getting alarmed
about the parlous eondition into which they
are drifting owing to the poor price that
they consider is being paid. T notice also
that they coutemplate increasing the price
of milk. My opinion is that it would be
much better if, instead of increasing the
price and thereby diminishing the consump-
tion, they concentrated more on getting a
pure supply and in that way increasing the
consumption in the metropolis. Undoubt-
edly people do not drink anything like
enough milk, and if they were assured of
the purity of the supply, a great deal more
would be consumed. That would be of bene-
fit to the producer and would immensely
benefit the consumer. Although the Gov-
ernor’s Specch contains no reference to the
question of the eontrol of milk or measures
to be taken to ensure the purity of the
sopply for the metropolitan area, I hope
that during the present session the Gov-
ernment will give their attention to that
question and that a Bill will be brought
in to deal with the matter. A sub-
jeet referred to in the Governor’s Speech
is the Hospitals Bill, Hon. members will
recollect that the last Hospitals Bill came
to an untimely end in this House, and it
came to an untimely end owing fo a com-
bination of foreces, The members of the
Laboor Party opposed it and certain other
members of this House, to whom it was not
pleasing also opposed it. The result was
that the Chairman was moved out of the
Chair after the second reading had been car-
ried without a division. I was strongly in
favour of that Hospitals Bill and I hope
that the Government will introduce a meas-
ure on somewhat similar lines and so place
the hospitals on a proper footing. I was
zlad to see a statement the other day by
Mr, Munsie with reference to the establish-
ment of an intermediate hospital. I was
also glad to see his reference to the site
for hospital extension in Perth, which I have
been advocating in this House for some
time, namely, that site between Nedlands
and West Sobiaco. There we have a vast
extent of land whieh ecan be obtained froa
the University and I understand from Mr.
Munsie that the Government contemplate
an exchange of land with the University
whereby the proposed hospital will have
plenty of gromnd surrounding it. The site



[14 Avgosr, 1928.]

proposed will bave the benefit of quietness
and the exchange will benefit the Univesr-
sity in that it will be enabled to raise
revenue. The question of intermediste hus-
pitals has agitated the English-speaking
world for a considerable time. It is true,
s0 far as Perth 1s concerned, that the sis-
ters of St. John of God hospital have done
a very fine work and to a large extent have
snpplied the needs of such an institution.
I maintain, however, that although the
work of thase sisters is magnificient—and
1 would like here to pay a tribute to the
high quality of the work they do and to
the great benefit they have conferred on
the community—that faet has not re-
lieved the Government of the need for pro-
viding an intermediate hospital. There are
certain phases of intermediate hospitals
whieh we cannot expect private enterprise
to supply. It shonld be an institution
like the Perth Hospital with similar
departments, and that cannot be ex-
pected from a purely private institu-
tion. Another matter mentioned in the
Governor’s Speech is the Redistribution of
Seats Bill. This, of course, is long over-
due, and T take i that it is a blot on the
Government of the day that such a measure
wasg not brought in before the Iast general
election took place. That election was
fought on a distribntion of seats under
which 15 electorates aggregate the number
of voters to be found on the Canning elec-
torate roll. That in itself is a sufficient
condemnation of the existing distribution
so far as the Assembly is conecerned. I hope
the Government will apppoint an entirely
independent board, free from political in-
fluence, to determine the houndaries. I wisl
to draw attention to the anomaly that
exists with reference to the provinee I have
the honour to represent. My two colleagues
and I represent one-third of the electors
for the Upper Honse.

Hon. J. Cornell: T will exchange any
of my colleagnes for one of yours fto-mor-
row.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T would be glad to
weleome Mr. Cornell as one of my colleagues
of the Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee, but
T should be sorry to lose the eolleagues I
already have. I particularly refer to the
two adjoining provinces—the Metropolitan
and the West Provinees. In the Metropolitan-
Suburban Provinee there are 22,000 electors,
whilst the Metropolitan and West Provinres
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contain between 7,000 and 8,000 electors.
The interests of the electors of these three
provinces are almost identical. Having re-
cently come from an eleetion, what 1 wish
to draw attention to is the desirability of
amending tke Electoral Act in respect of
the Provinee I represent. A considerable
number of the voters of the Metropolitan-
Suburban Provinece reside in the Metro-
politan Provinee, and also a large
number of those who live in the
Metropolitan-Suburban Provinge come into
the eily every day to their avoeations. There
is some unnecessary diffienlty in these people
recording their votes. I cannot see why
there should not Le a polling booth in the
city for the econvenience of those electors who
number thounsands, some of them dwel-
ling in the city and others dwelling in
the Metropolitan-Suburban Province and
who work in the ¢ity. The smallness of the
poll in the Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee
iz, I think, largely due to the lack of this
voting facility. These people come to the city
to work and do not record their votes. They
spend their morning in Perth and as soon as
they have quitted their work, rush home and
immediately afterwards go to a football
match or fo some other sport as spectators
or perhaps players, and never think it worth
while to go near a polling booth. I can see
no objection to one or more polling booths
being established in the city for the conveni-
ence of these people. There is deplorable
apathy displayed by the public at these elec-
tions, and it is partienlarly reflected in the
Metropolitan-Suburban Province, owing to
the enormous area it covers. It is exceed-
ingly difficult to keep in toneh with the vari-
ous centres in that provinee. Unfortunately
the electors will not attend meetings to listen
to our election addresses. I can hardly blame
them for that, but I do think every faeility
should ke given to them to record their votes,
and one means I suggest by which that ean
be done is to supply a polling place in the
city. I make that suggestion not in my own
interests becanse my election has just passed,
and it is extremely improbable that I will
have another. 1 make the suggestion in the
interesty of others who may come after me,
I support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

HON. J. B. BROWN {North-East) [7.54]:
1 desire to preface my remarks by referring
to what was said by Mr. Hamersley and Mr.
Holmes, Mr, Hamersley pointed out that
the Southern European was a better man for
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clearing land prior to being ploughed than
was the Australian. I wish to contradict
that and to declare that the Australian is far
ahead of the foreigner even for the elearing
of land. Take the Australian at woodehop-
ping; he will cut as much wood in eight
hours as the other will eut in twelve. The
Southern European, who takes a eontract for
clearing, does not do the work himseclf. He
writes to his relatives in Italy or Austria,
and brings them out to do the work. In that
way ground that is worth £10 an acre to
clear is cleared for £5 an acre. If an Aus-
tralian is paid, he will clear the land. He
does not bullock himself out. The initial ex-
penses of clearing land in the first place are
heavy, but once the work is done it is done
for all time. Az soon as the plough goes into
the ground, no more hig trees will grow
there. Mr. Holmes spoke of the Profiteering
Bill that is coming hefore us, and said that
the worst profiteers of the lot were the men
who loafed on the boss, the men who did not
do a fair amount of work for the money
they received. I am sorry Mr. Holmes is
not here to-night. He sees that he gets his
pound of flesh, and every bit at that, from
those whom he employs. He has a very poor
opinion of the other chap, As soon as a2 man
has a time book and wage sheet, he sees to
it that he gets a fair return for the money
that he pays ont. I heard of the case of a
man who came aeross another who was work-
ing like mad. The latter was told to go and
collect his pay, and when he asked the reason
he was told that he could not possibly keep
up the pace at which he was working. He
knew the man was doing it simply becanse
the boss was there. The other men were
carrying on in the ordinary way. I know
that if Mr, Holmes had a long-handled
shovel or a pick in his hands he would have
his back straight more often than it would
be bent. There are only three things I am
going to touch upon related to the Address-
in-reply. We had a very nice Speech from
the Governor, and now we are looking for-
ward to the measures to come before Parlia-
ment. Dr. Saw touched upon the Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill, saying that it was over
due. I agrec that it is. But I am not going
to blame the Collier Government for that.
They eould not bring it up during their first
term of office. They were not geing to bring
it up on the eve of an election, for they had
olher things to do. Now in this new Parlia-
ment they have brought it up at the frst
opportunity. All members will agree that
a Redistribution of Seats Bill is required,
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but those who have spoken on the matter
have qualified their assertion by saying, “So
long as it is equitable The word “equity”
will have to be defined here, for every mem-
ber seems to have a different idea of it. DBIr.
Holmes may not be pleased with a redistri-
kution that, possibly, would be quite satis-
factory to Dr. Saw, who represents some
22,000 electors, while Mr, Holmes speaks for
640. Anyhow, when the measure comes be-
fore the House I hope members will give it
the consideration it deserves. I agree with
Dr. Saw that it would be well if a board
were appointed to lay down the correct
houndaries. Now I wish to speak about
public hospitals. Dy, Saw touched on that
subjeet also, and referred to the deplorable
financial state of the Government Hospital.
There are many ways of raising money for
& hospital, but some of them arve declaved to
be unsatisfactory. We have only to go up
to the Perth Hospital and inquire how the
nurses are paid. For a miserable pittance
these brave women batile on without protest,
knowing that the authorities cannot afford
to pay them any more. Any day in the
week, if one goes into the eorridor, he will
see anything up to 200 patients seated
there. Most of them will have been there
since 9 a.m. and will be there until after
lunch time. They make a point of arriving
early in order to get their cards in early.
Most of the doctors are acting in an hon-
orary capacity. They come in at about
10.30, attend to a few of the patients, and
are then ecalled away for morning tea.
Usually they are away for any period up
to three-quarters of an hour. Buf nobody
can say yea or nay to them, because they
are in an honorary eapacity, and the Gov-
ernment cannot afford to pay doectors full
fees to stop there all the fime. The pily is
that the Government cannot afford to pay
about eight resident medieal practitioners
who would be on duty For full time. Those
poor patients who have been unable to get
their cards fixed up by 12 noon, have to
come back again next day. JMr. Lovekin,
if he were here, would bear me out in this,
for he has frequently remarked upon it as
a grave anomily. There is only one way of
financing the hospital, and that is either by
premium bonds or by a lottery sweep.
People say it is gambling. That is true.
But then the churches themselves indulge in
gambling. When they want to raise money,
they organise a bazaar and raffle a cushion,
or if it be Christmas they raffle a goose or a
duck. It is all gambling, Tf we were (o
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eliminate the selling of sweep fickets by
able-bodied men along the city streets, what
a revenue the Government would have for
their hospitals!  Just Jook at the money
going to Tasmania and Queensland every
vear.  That money could be kept in the
State.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Will you pass legisla-
tion to prevent it from going out?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Xo, we cannot do
that.

Hon. A, J. H. S8aw: Will you agree to
cut all sweeps hut the Government sweep?

Hon. J. R. BLOWN: Yes, certainly. One
can see in cvery tobacconist’s window, “I
communicate with Hobart” We all know
what that means.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Ilow could you keep
the money in the State?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: By affording facili-
ties to spend it here to the same end. A few
months ago we had a tipping competition.
It ran for only a short period, but it gatned
great proportions in that time. About
£3,000 per week came in through that com-
petition. One promotfer in Fremantle used
to pay £1,000 per week in prizes to those
who picked the most winners on a Saturday.
The turnover was amounting fo something
like £150,000 per annum. That has all been
cut out. Suppose evervthing else of the
sort were cut ont and all sweeps and raffles
done away with, just consider the money the
Government would have for the support of
the hospitals! e cannot stop Australians
from having a gamb'e.  Why, the very
people who would oppose a lottery Bill here,
are quite prepared to have a gamble on the
quiet with anybodv.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you look for-
ward to having a tipping eompetition on the
Federal etection?

Hon. J. R. BROTWN: Yon ean have it on
anvthing you like. I do not see any other
way by which to raise momney for the
hospitals, Tt must be a nightmare to
the Minister controlling the bospitals to
be always rnshing off to the Treasury for a
few pounds, well knowing that the money s
not there for him to get. One member re-
marked that patients did not pay for their
treatment in the hospital. It would not
make much difference to the finances of the
hospital if they all paid, for it takes quite
a few thousand pounds per annum fo run
the institotion. Another thing I want to
toneh upon is the Profiteering Bill, which
we are told is ‘o be brought down this
session. There are many differeni ways of
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profiteering. First there is the middleman.
That is the man who does the profiteering.
He is like a white ant, in that he works in
the dark. Another chap is like the ostrich,
in that he buries his head in the sand. Still,
we get a shot at him once in a while. We
have to look at the man who depletes our
meal tables, breakfast, dinner and tea. Take
any of our food commodities. Take eur-
rants for instance. Currants are grown in
our very midst. The grower has to pick the
fruit, see that it is dried, washed, cleaned,
put ont on the racks and faken in again ont
of the dew. Then he has to pack the fruit
in hoxes and send them to the market, where
he gets 3154, per b, for his produet. On
the other hand, tl:ie local housewife has to
pay 8d. per M. for the same article.  All
other food commodities, hread, meat, vege-
tables and the like are treated in the same
way by the middleman. The other chap I
am after is the landlord. Let us suppose he
has a city shop standing empty. It has
been a white elephant for months. At last
a tenant goes into if and sneceeds in esiab-
lishing a good husiness.  As soon as the
landlord sees that, he dounbles the rent.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Could not the tenant
get a lease of the premises?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: He would not want
a lease to start with. In any event, he could
not get a city shop on a long lease. And if
ke gets the lease, the rent is doubled just as
snon as the lease expires. Dozens of such
cases have been investigated. As soon as
the landlord secs the chance fto double the
rent. he does so. Then there is the landlord
who owns a couple of tumble-down shacks.
He advertises that he has a newly renovated
house to let. Only last week I investigated
such a case. One went to the front door of
the house and found it wounld not open.

Member: Why @id von not go to the
haek door?

Hon. J. R. BROWN:
wonld not close.

Hon. G&. W, Miles: Were the windows
any good?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Yes, they were all
vight. But the hathroom door could not be
opened without a jemmy, and the door of
the W.C. was in a similar condition, Yet
the owner wanted 35s. per week for a house
Yke that, in the suburbs, which meant that
there were tram fares to be paid in addition.
A board should he apnointed to zo info such
cases and fix the rent, instead of letting the
landlord eharge what he likes. It is the old
struggle between capital and human flesh.

The baek door
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Capital gets far too mueh protection,
whereas human llesh gets too little. Then
there is another individual who robs tne
public. I refer now to the lawyer, There
are what might be called new lawyers, and
again there are second-band lawyers. There
is in the Parliament House library, in fact
it has not yet got upstairs, a book entitlad
“May It Please Your Honor.” The author
is himself a lawyer, and he declares that the
lawyer is the most truthful man that ever
lived. .

Hon. J. Nicholson: I am told that that
book has been upstairs for the past 18
months,

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Well, the iibrarian
must be a liar

Hon, E. H. Harris: All men ave liars!

Hon. J. R, BROWNX: The author of that
hook tells us that a lawyer cannot lie.

Hon. J. Nicholson: A lawyer never tells
a lie,

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Suppose a client
who is in a ferrible mess consults a lawver.
The client knows that he has snly Buckley’s
chance of getting out of the trouble, and
the lawyer knows that he Las not even Buck-
ley's ¢hance. Yet he says to him, “You have
quite a good case, old chap.” The next
thing is, how are the client’s finanees? The
lawyer wants to know whether he van pay
£10, £20 or £50. He says, “I will get you
ont of ihis all right.” 8n he buoys up his
client, who, however, gets a rude awaken-
ing when he hears the prosecution’s evidesce
and finds he has to go to gaol, leaving his
£10. £20 or £50 in the solicitor’s pocket.
These lawyers live in palaial buildings, have
motor ears and indulge in all luxnries. I
know of a lawyer who is not only untruthful.
but is positively dishonest. I can point to
a ease in Perth in which a lawyer was dis-
honest. A certain woman wanted a divoree.
She went to a Perth solicitor and jold him
her ecircumstances and that she was poor.
He offered to do the job'for 25 guineas be-
eause of her position. The mother called in
and paid him £14 down. The woman herself
was in indifferent health, and did not go on
with the ease there and then. She uliimately
died.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Was it the weman or
the mother who died?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Tt was the woman
who died. Has the hon, member no ears?
The mother applied to the solicitor for a
refund. There had been ne overhead charges.
but the lawyer only laughed.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. Nicholson: I thought cshe was
dead.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Let the hon. mem-
ber go on thinking. The lawyer will not
return the mother her money. Perhaps he
will not laugh when she smes bim, as she
intends to do. There is another form of
profiteering. I refer to doctors. If T had
my way I would annihilate 75 per cent. of
them, because they are inefficient. I de not
say that all doetors are inefficient, but 75
per cent. of them are. They have z set of
preseriptions that they make up. If a man’s
toot is bad he will get one particular pre-
seription. I it is a headache, a backache
or a stomachache, the patient will be given
some other kind of preseription. In aetual
fact the doctors know no more ahout ‘he
hnsiness than a pig does about a white shivt.
These doctors follow much the same lines
as the solicitors.

Hon. J. Nicholson: They are a bad lot.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: They chargo
patients whether they effect n cure or not.
It is not necessary for them to cure a
patient before they charge him. The fee
is a guinea for the smallest advice, but if
it is a gnestion of an operation the jee may
be 30 or 40 guineas. I know a man who
took his wife to a Perth doctor, who told
him she was far gone with a malignant
growth and that he eonld do nething for
lier. The husband said, “Whatl ean be done,
must she simply die?’ The doetor said,
“PTry deep therapy, the X-ray.” Accord-
ingly the woman was taken down for X-ray
treatment at a cost of 15 guineas an hour
for a few hours a day. After a while she
was told that she was normal again, and had
better go back to her doctor. The doctor
said, “I ean now operate on you; I will fix
that up quite easily, You go into hospital.”
During the operation the doctor took lalf
of the disease away and left the other half
bebind. The result was that the woman
died. The doctor, however, had been paid
more than half his fee, and is now clamour-
ing for the other bit. I do not know how =
doctor has the hide to put in a bill, after
the person is dead, for services rendered
when he knows in the first place he canuot
do any good. That is where the profiteering
comes in. There are hundreds of puor men
in the State whose nose is always on the
grindstone because they have never been
able to pay the doctors’ hills. T know all
about it becaunse I have been under nine
doctors lately. I have now had my little
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say on the Address-in-reply, and am pre-
pared to support the motion,

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
[8.20] : His Excellency’s Speech in one sense
is not unlike the Speech of 1924, in that
the whole of the legislation that is likely to
be brought forward has not been forecasted
We had an instanee to-night of the Hon-
orary Minister giving notice for the infro
duclion of two or three measures to which
no reference was made. The Minister for
Water Supply said he intended to bring
down a comprehensive measure to amend the
Municipal Corporations Aet and the Road
Districts Act, Apparently we shall have
the policy of the Governmert unfalded to
us from time to time as the Bills are intro-
duced, just as has happened before. Whilst
the number of Bills indieated is small, some
of them are of great importance. What in-
tereste¢ me most from the point of view of
curiosity was the Profiteering Bill. I have
vet to learn to what that is intended to ap-
ply. If Mr. Brown’s remarks are any in-
dication, this will be one of the most in-
teresting Bills we have had before us for
a long time. No doubt he bas the inside
running, and should know what is to be
embodied in any Bill that is brought down.
It may be a combination of price-fixing, fair
rents, the fixation of the percentage of pro-
fits that people may earn, and the charges
that may be made by members of the medical
and legal professions.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is between the quick
and the dead.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: If the Bill em-
bodies the items enumerated by the hon.
member we shall all find it most interesting.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: There will be at leazt
two members in the House who will voie
against it

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No doubt the Hos-
pitals Bill will be iniroduced at an early
date. We know that our hospitals have been
starved for necessavy funds required for the
earrying out of desirable work. We know
what happened to the Bill that was brought
in on a former oceasion, this providing for
a charge of 1d. in the pound on all incomes.
We know the attitude of the then Opposi-
tion. that it bitterly opposed the measure,
claiming that the penny in the pound was
unfair, and that its incidence as regards the
worker was unjust, When the Federal Gov-
ernwaent determined to relieve those people

129

who were on the bottom rung of the ladder,
those who went fo amusements and had to
st in back seats, the present Minister for
Health immediately introdueed s Bill pro-
viding for the taxation of all amusement
tickets ranging from 9d. to 2s, 6d. I said
then, and I repeat now, that the imposition
of o taxation on 9d. tickets was a direet bur-
den upon people who could ili-afford to pay
sums of money to maintain hospitals, whilst
those who were in more affluent circum-
stances and were able to sit in seats that
eost a higher figure did not have to contri-
bute anything towards State hospitals.
From a reture given this afternoon by the
Chief Seeretary, in response to a question
I asked, I find that durving the years 1925
to 1928, since the introduction of that meas-
ure, £81,284 has been paid into the fund for
hospital maintenance by people who bought
tickets for ammsements rvanging from 9d.
to 25, Gd. I shall be interested to learn
whether the Government will still maiutain
that burden upon a section of the people
who perhaps can ill-afford it, when once
they introduce the Bill the terms of which
will be outlined later. Mr. Fraser had a
lament with vegard to those engaged in the
congenial task of tipping competitions. No
wention has yet been made of that. It is
suggested that it was the intention of the
Government to run either tipping competi-
tions or some form of sweeps in conjunction
with the Hospitals Bill. Another item that
is prominent in the legislation forcensted
has {0 do with the redistribution of seats.
Members will recollect that the Premier,
when challenged with not having introduced
a redistribution of seats Bill, whieh he prom-
ised to bring down in his 1924 poliey speeeh,
said that if retnrued o power they would
immediately introduce a Bill and place the
distribution of seats on an equitable basis.
Everyone will admit that the present basis
is very inequitable, and that it is very de-
sirable and necessary to alter the shrieking
anomalies that at present exist. I am infer-
ested to know whether the Government will
have the courage to put into operation that
which they bave preached from the public
platform, namely, one vote one value.
This would mean that the majority
of the seats in this Parliament would
be held in the metropolitan area. Tt
has been preached by more than one member
of the present Ministry. I shall be interested
fo see whether they are prepared to put
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their policy into operation in any Bill they
may bring forward.

Hon, J. Cornell: Even that is superior to
the present systemn.

Hon. X. H. HARRIS: The point raised
by Dr. Saw as regards electors having to
vote in the electorate in which they live is an
important one. When they come to a poll
in connection with the Federal elections, peo-
ple may voie in a particular subdivision in
Perth for one in the,country, although the
vofe may eventually reach that distriet afler
the poll bhas closed. In the ease of State
elections a person has to record his vote and
it has to be back in the district before the
poll closes on that day. Dr. Saw suggesis
that the Electoral Act might be amended:
along these lines. This would afford greater
facilities than the present system does.

Hon. J. Cornell: Under the Common-
wealth Aet a Tasmanian elector ean vote in
Wyndham,

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: And the vote ean
go back to the district, where it wonld sub-
sequently be counted. The only difference
would be that such votes could not be ecounted
on the date of the poll. Tt is only a matter
of postponing the final count for a few days.

Hon. J. Cornell: The evil day.

Hon, . HL HARRIS: The Profiteering
Bill and the Redistribution of Seats Bill are
the two that may serve the purpose of the
Government if they realise that they are on
the ebb tide of their populanty.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Oh!

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I ask the hon.
member to recollect the demonstration of
the unemployed. The party with which he is
associated carried some rather strong re-
solutions concerning the Government and
the attitude they adopted towards those peo-
ple, Mr. Kempton has pointed out what
happened at the road board conference, and
what happened in connection with the
squandering of public money immediately
preceding the 1927 elections. The Govern-
ment of the day might work things so that
it would seem very desirable to have a dis-
solution, They might think it a suitable
time to bring down a Profiteering Bill, some-
thing that would tickle the ear of the worker.
They might insert some clauses that they
would insist wpon. They might likewise
bring in a Redistribution of Seats Bill, and
send both measures simultaneously to this
House. If those Bills failed to pass the Gov-
ernment might go to the comntiry on the pre-

[COUNCIL.]

sent boundaries, with a view to retnrning to
power and postponing for a further thres
years any redistribution, thus giving them-
selves a new lease of life and stifling the
voice of the people.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
into their heads.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That may be one
of the reagsons why the Government suggest
bringing down a redistribution of seats so
early. As a rule a Bill of that sort is the
last thing a Government would introduee
before going to the country, They seem to
be going to introduce it early this session,
as well as a Profiteering Bill. They may in-
sist upon this House passing both measures,
and if the House refuses to do so, the Bills
may be used as decoys to give them the
opportunity to go to the country. I suggest
that may be what the Government have in
mind.

The Honorary MMinister:
wonderful imagination |

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Y suggest that
what I have indicated may be one of the
reasons why these Bills are introdnced so
early. I was not here at the opering of
the special session to convey copgratula-
tions to new members, but I now wish to
extend my congratulations to Mr. Fraser in
particular., That hon. member made a can-
did ecriticism of the Government's attitnde
towards the unemployed. Resolutions were
carried by the Trades Hall, and it iz ruther
unfortunate that Mr. Fraser did not quote
something that bad reference to the work-
less. The matter may not have come under
his notice. In case it has not, mav T be
permitted now to read a brief extraer from
a paper called “The Workless,”’ published
by the unemployed, which, under the bead-
ing “Collier—Renegade,” writes—

Mr. Shapcott is in an unenviable position
owing to that spirit of philosophlcal detach-
ment his chief has cultivated in endeavouring
to forget that he onece had to work for him-
self, and not depend upon the vaotes of the
bulldozed wage slaves to retain him in auth-

ority with which is allied casy pelt. The earth
of the grave has covered other traitors.

Hen. E. H. Gray: Do you know who is
the editor of that paper?
Hon, E. H. HARRIS:

tinues

Do not put ideas

Yon have a

The article con-

With the passing of time the quicksand nf
political oblivion will encompass the Hon. P.
Collicr and remove a blot from the body pol-
itie:
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The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon.
member resume his seat? I would remind
the hon, member of Standing Order 394,
which states—

No member shall use offensive words
against either House of Parfiament or any
member of such House.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Yes, Sir; but I
was not aware that I was using offensive
words, because this has been published
and broadeasted throughbout the metropoti-
tan area.

Hon. E. H, Gray:
paper.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Never a word
has been said in opposition to it. There-
fore I considered that I was entitled, noth-
ing having been said by those to whom the
matter referred, to make the quotation.

Hon. E. K. Gray: The hon. member is
quoling from a Communist paper.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 1 am not. How-
ever, 1 will leave the matter there, and not
read the other porlion. Following up the
guestion of the unemployed, it is well re-
membered that we had unemployed during
the time of the Mitchell Government. 1
then heard members of the Labonr Party
on the Esplanade deseribing how Ministers
went on costly jamborees throughout West-
ern Australia at week-ends: Has not the
same thing happened sinece the present Gov-
ernment have been in power?

Hon. B, H. Gray: The Federal Govern-
ment have caused most of our present un-
employment.

Hon, E. H, HARRIS: We have had the
unemployed here since last January. We
had them here during the harvest season.
The Government of the day had it in their
minds to provide for the uremployed after
the end of the financial year. In 1928 there
was no balanee remaining from interest and
sinking fund on the goldfields water scheme
loan, and so the Government tried to square
ihe ledger by postponing all, or almost all,
of the works thzt might have been brought
forward. In order ithat the Premier might
not be burnt in effigy here before Parlia-
ment House or the day of the meeting of
Parliament, the Government provided some
work for the unemployed a week before Par-
liament assembled. The Government sacri-
ficed the nnemployed in that way, Another
matter I wish to bring under the notice of
the Government refers to a worthy institu-
tion which is a credit to Western Australia—

Ry a Communist
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I allude to the Kalgoorlie School of Mines.
While Purliament was iu recess Mr. Nangle,
Superintendent of Teehricai Eduecation in
New Soutk Wales, was requesied by the Gov-
ernment of this State to report on Western
Australia’s system of technical eduncation, I
have asked for that report in order that 1
might be armed with a copy of it before
making any reference to it in this Chamber;
but T understand the document will be put
up as a Parliamentary paper, and that in
the eourse of a week or two it will be avail-
able. In the absenece of the report itself
T have to rely on some Press clippings, and
it is on these I base my remarks. The posi-
tion held by Mr, Nangle in New South Wales
shows him to be a man of some standing,
and one whose opinions should command
attention. At present the head of tech-
nical edneation in Western Australia is also
head of the Kalgoorlie School of Mines;
in fact, he has been so ever sinee the incen-
tion of the school, some 20 years ago.
Further, the Director of the School of Mines
ig responsible to the Mines Department. The
Press paragraph I wish to quote reads as
follows :—

Mr. Nangle recommends that the dual posi-
tion of Direetor of Technical Education and
hend of the Kalgoorlin School of Mines be
aholished, and a superintendent placed in
charge of the hranch, and responsible to the
Minister through the Dirzetor of Education.

The School of Mines is affiliated with the

University of Western Australia, as also is,
I understand, Muresk Agricultural College.
I do not know that it has been suggesied
that Muresk Agricultural College should be
brought under the Edueation Department.
The Kalgoorlie School of Mines is a most
worthy institution, with a world-wide repu-
tation for the men whom it has trained, some
of whom have achieved distinction in other
conntries. The work of the school being
chiefly on the science side, it would be wrong
if the institution were placed under the
Edueation Department, Our School of
Mines is in competition with other Austra-
lian schools of mines, chiefly that at Ballarat.
and we shall lose o good many of the pupils
at Kalgoorlie if our institution is brought
under the supervision of the Edueation De-
partment. I do not know that Mr, Nangle
visited Kalgoorlie or inspected the school, or
that he has any acquaintance with the work
done there. If the suggestion as recorded in
the paragraph I have quoted is to be adopted
as Government poliey, then I as a member
for the North-East Provinee must enter my
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nmost emphatic protest. We have the largest
auriferous area in Australia, and the great-
est possibilities, and we produce most of the
gold that is won in Australia. If the Gov-
ernment, because of the temporary depres-
siom in the mining industry, decide to place
the School of Mines under the Director of
Education, thus materially altering its status,
they will be showing the white feather in
regard to gold mining. If the status of the
school is to be maintained, whoever may be
in charge of it should be direetly responsible
for the Mines Department, as has been the
ease hitherto. Adelaide once had what was
admitted to be a good school of mines, kut
the institution developed into a fechnieal
school; and the status of anything of that
kind is negligible. Ballarat and Kalgoorlie
are the chief schools, and Kalgoorlie offers
special opportunities for the gaining of
practical experience both at the school and
af the mines. We should make every effort
to attain and maintain the highest standard
there, as we have done hitherto.

Hon, J. Cornell: Not an ounce of gold has
been got at Ballarat during the last five
years.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS : That does not mat-
ter from this particular aspect. It is a ques-
tion of the status of the school. 1 kmow a
former Kalgoorlie mine manager, now resi-
dent in England, who has sent his two sons
_ to study at the Kalgoorlie School of Mnes.
They are a credit to the school and to West-
ern Australia. I do hope that the paragraph
which I have read and the interpretation
which I have placed upon it will both prove
to be incorrect, and that the Government
will allow things to remain as they are. I
support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate nd-
journed.

House adjourned at 842 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.an., and read prayers.

QUESTION—-——MAIN. ROADS BOARD
SUPERVISORS.

Mr. BROWN asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that applications were called for
sapervisors for Main Roads Board by ad-
vertisement in the “Sydncy Morning Her-
ald” of 20th June, 19287 2, Was the oppor-
tunity given to men in Western Ausfralia
to apply? 3, Has any appointment been
made in response to such advertisement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. This is
a matter for the discretivn of the Main
Roads Board. 2, Yes, The Main Rooads
Board has made it generally known locally
that there are vacancies for good men. 3,
No.

QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, TARITT.

My, THOMSON (for Mr. C. P. Wans-
brough) asked the Minister for Agrieulture:
1, Is it a faet that the tarviff af State hotels
has been increased by 20 per cent. sinee the
30th June? 2, What circumstances have
arisen in connection with this branch of
State enterprise that warrants this aetion?
3, Is he aware that privately owned holels
have not increased their tariff and that the
department’s action bas added an wunjnst
impost npon ecitizens and travelling pullie
alike? 4, Will he inquire into the matter
with n view to reverting to the original
charges?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The tariff of 10s. per
day previously charged was not commen-
surate with the services rendered. 3, No;
many of the better class rcuntry hotels have
long since raised their tariffs. 4, There is
no necessity for further inquiry.



